It is well known that familiar words inhibit each other during spoken word recognition. However, we do not know how and under what circumstances newly learned words become integrated with the lexicon in order to engage in this competition. Previous work on word learning has highlighted the importance of offline consolidation (Gaskell & Dumay, 2003) and meaning (Leach & Samuel, 2007) to establish this integration. In two experiments we test the necessity of these factors by examining the inhibition between newly learned items and familiar words immediately after learning.
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Participants learned a set of nonwords without meanings in active (Experiment 1) or passive (Experiment 2) exposure paradigms. After training, participants performed a visual world paradigm task to assess inhibition from these newly learned items. An analysis of participants' fixations suggested that the newly learned words were able to engage in competition with known words without any consolidation.
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Introduction
A critical component of learning a new word is binding the elements of its sound pattern (i.e. the phonological representation, or word form) together into something more abstract that can ultimately be associated with a meaning. This is often intuitively thought of as acquiring knowledge about the sound pattern of a word. However, decades of work in spoken word recognition (Dahan, Magnuson, Tanenhaus, & Hogan, 2001; Dahan, Magnuson, & Tanenhaus, 2001; Luce & Pisoni, 1998; McClelland & Elman, 1986) suggest that this knowledge is embedded in complex ways in the lexical processing system. As a consequence, lexical representations interact with each other and with sublexical phonological representations during spoken word recognition. In this light, learning a word requires not only the acquisition of knowledge about the word's form and meaning, but also embedding this information in multiple components of the system to enable these complex interactions during word recognition. The goal of this study is to investigate the conditions under which such embedding occurs as words are learned, and in particular to determine whether this embedding can occur within the same set of experiences by which subjects learn a word form, or whether it requires additional knowledge (in particular, the meaning of the word) or additional processes (such as consolidation or interleaved exposure). 
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